PLANT AND CARE FOR TREES

City of St. Louis Sustainable Neighborhood Initiative

DESCRIPTION

Urban frees have been shown fo have a positive impact on the quality of
streets and open space, neighborhood property value, stormwater runoff,
and health of the environment, people, and other species. Storms, age,
and climate change can have a defrimental effect on urban frees, so
creating a tree replacement, reforestation, or planting program is a way to
ensure that your neighborhood will have a healthy tree canopy now and
into the future. Programs can range from long term implementation plans
to one day events for planting many trees, so choosing the best program
for your neighborhood and residents is important in successful reforestation.

NEIGHBORHOOD BENEFITS
Environmental
* Improved air, water, and soil quality
* Reduced urban heat island effect
* Improved biodiversity and species habitat

Social
¢ Increased safety, walkability, and street character
¢ Improved local health and well-being from cleaner air, water, and soil
* Improved sense of place, public spaces, and ownership in community
* Preserved and improved character of streets, parks, and neighborhoods &5
« Training in gardening, planting, care, and environmental benefits of §
frees for local residents and youth

Economic
e Reduced energy use and utility costs
¢ Increased property values for individual residents and owners 3
onna Cobble s;:}eoking at an Am;
fgce Hill Settlement House -

RELATED TOOLS

When paired with other tools, planting trees can confribute to a health-
ier, safer, and more sustainable neighborhood. Think about healthy
streets, food resources, good public spaces, and native planfs. Try
combining free planting with:

¢ Establish a Community Garden or Local Food Installation
o * Use Native Plants for Habitat or Biodiversity
f * Clean the Streets & Beautify the Streetscape

EXAMPLES

McKinley Meadows, McKinley Heights, St. Louis, MO

Awarded a grant to plant fruit trees from the Sustainable Neighborhood
Small Grant Competition.

Bee Sweet Urban Orchard, St. Louis, MO
A half century old rejuvinated urban orchard now growing fruit and vegetables. 4

Skinker-DeBaliviere Neighborhood Beautification Committee, St. Louis, MO
Monitors landscaping, planting new frees, and hosting green events.
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GET STARTED

1.

Benefits Trees have many significant benefits for your community, your
local economy, and for the environment. Urban frees improve the
safety and walkability of streets, shade sidewalks and roads, reduce
the urban heat island effect, and enhance plazas and parks fo make
them more inviting. Studies have shown that sireet frees increase
adjacent property values, bring benefits to the homeowner, and
absorb stormwater to reduce chances of flooding on your property
and your street. They also absorb carbon dioxide, cool the air, and
provide habitats for urban wildlife that support biological diversity.

2. Various Programs There are various programs offered fo residents
and neighborhoods depending on the type and prospective
location of your trees.

* Ifyou are inferested in planting sireet frees in the free lawn - the city
easement along public streefs - the St. Louis Foresiry Division has a
Sireet Tree Planting Program that plants frees at no charge to the
adjacent property owner. Citizens canrequest a street free adjacent
o their property by contacting the Citizen’s Service Bureau at 314-
622-4800. Reference the Sireet Tree Information Bullefin.

¢ If you are interested in planting a tree on your personal, public, or
not-for-profit property, the Missouri Urban Trees guide can also help
with species selection, planting, and maintenance procedures.
Trees can be obtained for free or reduced cost through
organizations such as Forest Releaf of Missouri and USAgain.

* If you are inferested in planting fruit frees on community property,
such as a community orchard, the Fruit Tree Planting Foundation
has supported projects in St. Louis in the past.

» Different frees are better suited for certain locations, so make sure
to choose the best kind of tree for your purpose; native frees, street
frees, decorative trees, and even fruit tfrees can be part of your
planting strategy. To get more information about the best trees to
use in St. Louis, reference the Missouri Native Species guide. Tolearn
how to plant frees, find information at arborday.org, arborday.org/
fips, and extension.missouri.edu.

3. Establishment & Maintenance There are various methods of planting
frees, and most of them require volunteers and help from other
organizations, particularly with tools needed to dig, plant, and water
frees. For example, you can:
¢ Host a one day planting event in the spring in collaboration with

Arbor Day and the Arbor Day Foundation or $t. Louis Earth Day.
Often, fallis the best time to plant a free.

* Creafe a volunteer-based ongoing program for free planting,
education, and maintenance in your neighborhood in partnership
with a local organization such as Gateway Greening, Forest Releaf,
Missouri Botanical Garden, Missouri Depariment of Conservation,
St. Louis Wild Ones, Missouri 4-H, and the Open Space Council. For
example, Skinker-DeBadliviere Neighborhood has a Green Committee
that monitors landscaping, plants new frees, and hosts green events.

OPPORTUNITIES

1. Consider partnering with a citizen scientist organization to track and
measure frees to ensure healthy growth and measure benefits. Create
bird houses or boxes fo support various species.

2. Create partnerships and sponsorship programs with local businesses or

organizations fo incentivize volunteer planting and maintaining of frees.
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RELATED SUSTAINABILITY PLAN CATEGORIES
This tool supports the character, vitality and
ecology of your entire neighborhood. It also
contributes to the following strategies:

Urban Character, Vitality & Ecology

Strategies D7-Expand the City's urban tree
canopy; D8-Develop a city-wide public and
private reforestation campaign.

Health, Well-being & Safety

Strategies: Bl-Promote awareness, education
and program development around air quality
issues; C3-Support urban agriculture opportunities
in the city.

Infrastructure, Facilities & Transportation
Strategies: E2-Incorporate green infrastructure
practices.

Education, Training & Leadership

Strategies: E1-Educate and empower citizens in
methods and benefits of being environmentally
sustainable.

For the most current examples, updated fools,
and information, visit the City’'s Sustainable
Neighborhood Initiative website:

SUSTAINABLENEIGHBORHOOD.NET

Historically & Dynamically



